@ESA
CHESS

ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES & RECOMMENDATIONS
March 26, 2026

The following members were present for the meeting: Jonathan Hauter (IESA Assistant
Executive Director), Chris Merli (Chief TD), Emily Dawson (Peoria Mark Bills, Coach), Trisha
Brown (Bradford, Coach) Patrick Cohen (Section Chief). Attended Virtually: Jim Aman
(Advisor), Bryan Devine (Pairings). Not in attendance: Amy Green (Scorekeeper), Kent
Hieronymus (Steward/Coach)

The IESA Chess Advisory Committee, in its March 2026 meeting, makes the following
recommendations to the IESA Board of Directors for their April 2026 meeting:

Recommendation 1- State Schedule
Current:

FRIDAY 8:00 am Check-in/Skittles

SATURDAY 8:00 am Skittles opens

8:30 am Meeting of stewards

not before 9:00 am Round 6

8:45 am Registration closes - rosters final

not before 10:45 am Round 7

9:15 am Firstround pairings posted

notbefore 12:45 pm Round 8

9:40 am Players at assigned locations

notbefore 2:45 pm Awards

9:45 am Opening ceremony

not before 10:00 am Round 1

not before 10:30 am Coaches' Meeting

not before 12:15 pm Round 2

not before 2:00 pm Round 3

not before 3:45 pm Round 4

not before 5:30 pm Round 5

Proposed:

FRIDAY 7:45 am Check-in/Skittles

SATURDAY 8:00 am Skittles opens

8:30 am Meeting of stewards

8:30 am Withdraws due

8:45 am Registration closes - rosters final

not before 9:00 am Round 5

9:00 am Firstround pairings posted

not before 10:30 am Round 6

9:20 am Players at assigned locations

not before 12:45 pm Round 7

9:30 am Opening ceremony

not before 2:30 pm Round 8

not before 9:45 am Round 1

not before 4:00 pm Awards

not before 10:15 am Coaches' Meeting

not before 11:30 pm Round 2

not before 1:45 pm Round 3

not before 3:30 pm Round 4
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Rationale: Moving round 5 to Saturday shortens the day and allows schools who are traveling
to get home at a decent time with an early start time on Saturday.

T&C: V. C. Time Schedule
Handbook:

Admin. Vote:

Board Action: Approved

Recommendation 2- State Tournament Schedule
Current: Chess is currently on week 34 of the standardized calendar.

Proposed: Move Chess to Week 33 of the standardized calendar.

Rationale: There can be conflicts with girls volleyball regionals on week 34 that affect
students to have to miss Saturday of Chess. Additionally, boys wrestling regionals is on week
34 of the standardized calendar. Changing to week 33 opens up the schedule for students to
attend the full weekend of state chess and allows for less overlap in our activities.

T&C: II. Dates and Site A.
Handbook:

Admin. Vote:

Board Action: Tabled

Recommendation 3- Rule Book Update
Current: Rule 13: Recording of Games - Rule 20: Notation

Proposed: Combine Rule 20 with Rule 13:

Rationale: In rule 13, it talks about the use of notation, in rule 20 it talks about how to notate in
a game. We want to combine the two rules to make it easier to find and cut down on repeated
rules.

T&C:

Handbook:

Admin. Vote:

Board Action: Approved
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Recommendation 4- Update Rule 12-7

Current: A drawn game occurs when insufficient material is present for a win. Insufficient
material occurs when a player's opponent has:

Proposed: A drawn game occurs when a player can demonstrate that their opponent has
insufficient material for a win. Insufficient material occurs when a player’s opponent has:

Rationale: The current rule is confusing and in this particular rule it was not stated who has
insufficient material, we have added context into the rule.

T&C:

Handbook:

Admin. Vote:

Board Action: Approved

Recommendation 5- Update Rule 13-4

Current: A player in time trouble under Rule 16 is not required to record the game. The
opponent of a player in time trouble who elects to not continue notation may also elect to
discontinue notation.

Proposed: If either player is in time trouble under rule 16 then neither player is required to
record the game.

Rationale: Makes the rule clearer to understand and condenses the rule.

T&C:

Handbook:

Admin. Vote:

Board Action: Approved

Recommendation 6- New Rule: 19-5
Current: N/A

Proposed: The game result is determined (and cannot subsequently be changed) after both
players agree, regardless of the position on the board.

Rationale: Making what has already been used on the floor to an official rule. Once the result
of the game is agreed to it cannot be changed.

T&C:
Handbook:
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Admin. Vote:
Board Action: Approved

Points of Emphasis:

- Better ways to communicate common rules questions for coaches and players.

- During a game, students need to pause their clocks once they raise their hand for a
tournament director.

- ltis unsportsmanlike conduct to agree to draws before games begin.

- Increase communication to coaches and players that if you have a question or there is
unsportsmanlike conduct happening to stop and raise your hand for a tournament
director.

Other items discussed:

- Food/Concessions at PCC

- Two divisions — Adding a class A and AA to account for continued growth.

- Look to add sectionals to account for continued growth.

- Shorten time of rounds. This would mean moving the time clock to 20 and 5 instead of
the current time of 30 and 5.

- Scorekeeping collection process. Move away from players taking scoresheets to the
scoring table which would decrease lines. Have stewards take all the scoresheets to
scoring table.

- Penalties for unsportsmanlike conduct during the state tournament. Have direct
language stating what is unacceptable in the rules, along with what evidence is
needed to impose an official penalty.

- Continue to look at other venues who can host.

- Extend coaching area to 3 sides of venue to allow for better viewing and more space
to stand/sit.

- Continue to look at partnering with chess organizations around lllinois to improve the
state experience and continue to grow chess in lllinois.

Next Meeting: March 25, 2027



