Hints and Tips to Help
the New Speech Coach

New Coaches Workshop 2016

DILOLLOR

9/16/2016

Great Resources Abound...

» All kinds of resources at the IESA website

> The “Speech Manual” can tell you the rules
and regulations

» “New Coaches Handout” will give you all
sorts of great hints and tips to get you
started

> Both are found at
hitp://www.iesa.org/activities/sp/

> Review these resources — they are a big
help in your coaching process

What this Workshop is About...

» What isn’t covered in the manuals and
handouts...

> Expectations and the realities of coaching
» Getting the best out of your players

» Choosing the right players for the right
scripts

» Developing your catalogue of scripts
» Making the most of your practice times
» And other important stuff...
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Developing Your Catalogue

> Inherited a metric ton of olde, tired scripts?

» Good scripts are there, but many have been
done to death — time to retire them...

> Problem of running with the oldies but
goodies

» Older pieces not exciting anymore,
subconsciously judged against previous
performances by students, coaches

» Keeping the oldies year after year is not
challenging to coaches

» If you don’t know which are oldies, just ask
the previous speech coach...
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Buying Scripts

» Who can help with the co$t?

> PTO, boosters, parent donations to program,
participation costs for kids, pay for it yourself, pray
to the gods

> A couple new scripts a year add up!

» Catalogue sites listed on the IESA — others out
there

> Always recommend getting samples first

> At contest, write down script titles you saw and
liked, pick them up for next year

> Anthologies, kid's magazines, lots out there
(Amazon)

Free Stuff

» Libraries — remember those?

> Get your kids to transcribe some scenes
from appropriate (classically funny) films
(The Holy Grail)

> Humorous blogs on the internets
> Audio tracks - comedians
> Public domain material

» Edit existing pieces. Or get the kiddos to do
that...

» Write it yourself! Yes, you can do this...
» Kids can write their own material (uh-oh)
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Practice Times

> Suggest 30 to 60 min periods, not 15 —
but whatever works

» Practice twice a week to start, then more
as needed

> Fill up empty practice time slots

> Memorization dates

» Strict policies — miss three and you're
out, etc.

> Be aware of eligibility issues — see them
coming, avoid disappointments
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Coach Assistants

> Get help if needed, but not
babysitters

> Parents, high school speech
kids, other teachers can “assist’
— be aware of district guidelines
for assistants at your district

> As a coach, you're ultimately
responsible - don'’t give away
your kids to people that you
may feel are not able to help

‘ - THE TINE OF HAMER
> If you have a co-coach, you're LS UPONBS

in a better spot to share the
load

Improvisation
» Tips on developing an improv team

> 1. Practice together, and trade up partners
until you find good duos that gel well
together

» 2. Take one night week (Friday, for ex.) and
have a 1.5 to 2 hour block — it goes fast!

» 3. Team improv: learning the games is a
blast; get fluent and pick your best 4-6
players

» Note that in order to compete in group
improv, you need to also have a scripted
performance
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Post Contest

» Have that all important debriefing with
judge’s notes in hand

» The speech player needs to know where
she succeed and where she needs
improvement

» This is especially true for returning
students

» Additionally, have kids give you the names
of pieces they saw and liked, want to do
next year
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Good Luck! Have Fun!

> You gotta love to coach, love the process - if you
don't it's not for you

> You won't know unless you try

> It gets into your blood — as a teacher you're
already a natural performer

> In time, you'll develop your own way of doing
things and be up here talking about it!

> Consult the IESA materials for the basics, too
many new coaches ignore those resources







